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Heart of the Lotus

Chopard’s Imperiale is a poetic dedication
to the flower’s beauty

If watchmaking were poetry, Chopard would be its bard—a master
crafting its timepieces with all the meticulous harmony of a ballad.
This artful approach is exemplified by the Imperiale, Chopard’s
latest addition to its elegant collection.

Limited to only 25 original pieces, the Imperiale is an ode to
the simple yet refined charm of the lotus flower, the collection’s
emblematic motif. Crafted in ethical 18-karat rose gold on a deep
blue alligator strap, the watch showcases a gradient blue and rose
gold dial with engraved gold lotus petals set with sapphires and
diamonds, highlighting the flower’s fragile beauty. A rotating
mechanism sets day and night apart, showcasing the ever-changing
beauty of the sky.

The L.U.C Calibre 96.30-L, developed by the artisans of the
Manufacture, brings the watch to life in a precisely designed
movement, a testament to Chopard’s dedication to workmanship
standards. The brand’s ethical craftsmanship process also underlines
its commitment to sustainability, setting the stage for a future of

watchmaking that moves along with the times. @
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Magic Hour

A mythical nymph casts her spell in the latest
Van Cleef & Arpels watch creation

Creating dream worlds in miniature is what has always made Van
Cleef & Arpels creations so special. Its latest offering, the Lady
Féerie watch, is no exception: the watch is a mechanical marvel
hiding under an enchanting fairy-tale facade.

The brand has always had a soft spot for fairies, and at the heart
of the Lady Féerie dial is a three-dimensional fairy perching on
a mother-of-pearl cloud, marking the passing hours with her
wand. The fairy’s dress glitters with diamonds, pink sapphires,
and miniature painting on gold. Meanwhile, her diamond-framed
wings are coated with a powdery gradient in a unique shade of
pink—made by combining translucent pink plique-a-jour with
opaque pink enamel—designed by the workshops of Van Cleef &
Arpels to harmonize with the dial

Pink in all shades is the leading palette for the piece, evoking
the soft glow of dusk. The dial showcases the mastery of the Van
Cleef & Arpels artisans with a painted evening sky illuminated
in a complex gradient ranging from pearl white to deep plum and
bold fuchsia, which required more than ten attempts to achieve.
An oscillating weight engraved with a night sky displays a full
moon scattered with stars, while a mother-of-pearl window frames
a setting sun.

A layer of magic under the surface presents a self-winding
mechanism, jumping hours, and retrograde minutes. As always,
Van Cleef & Arpels continues to tell wondrous tales through

artistic whimsy and mechanical precision. @&
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Worlds of Wonder

Two new watches honour
Christian Dior’s life and world

Christian Dior’s passion for both nature and kismet has inspired
the creation of four new Dior Grand Soir Automate watches, where
artistic wonders meet the ingenuity of movement.

Achieving an all-new level of watchmaking, these models feature
an automaton mechanism developed exclusively for the brand: a
button hidden in the crown brings elements of the dial to life with
thirty seconds of animated motion.

The Etoile de Monsieur Dior model pays homage to Christian
Dior and the symbols that accompanied his life journey: the star
lighting his path when he founded his fashion house; 30 Avenue
Montaigne—his store’s iconic address; and the Aquarius, his zodiac
sign. A dreamy nighttime sky scattered with gold and silver stars and
a diamond Aquarius constellation forms the dial, which also features
a printed mother-of-pearl backdrop and engraved clouds. The black
varnished strap brings a touch of glitter to the star-lit shimmer.

A wholly different vibe is created by the enchanting Jardin Révé
watch, which transports us to the gardens of the Normandy house
where Christian Dior spent his childhood and nurtured a love for
nature; he later dedicated an entire room in his Paris apartment to
flowers. Dior’s infatuation with flora and fauna is reflected on the
watch’s dial.

On the mother-of-pear] and pink gold dial, a golden monkey, a
pink gold giraffe, a disappearing toucan, and butterflies frolic amid
lush blossoms of pink gold, diamonds, and sapphires.

Two other versions of the Jardin Révé are presented in white or

yellow gold, each available in a limited edition of 8 pieces.
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Time's Flight

A visionary aviator inspires
Cartier’s sophisticated watch

The engineering marvel of taking flight and the man who made
it possible were the inspirational vision behind Cartier’s latest
Santos-Dumont watch.

The sleek yet classical square design outfitted in yellow gold and
navy lacquer is a tribute to Alberto Santos-Dumont, a Brazilian
aviator and acclaimed inventor of the early twentieth century who
gained fame for designing over 22 flying machines and risking his
life during experimental flights.

A feat of technical achievement, the new Santos-Dumont watch
highlights a specially developed 9629 MC automatic skeleton calibre,
which took the Cartier Manufacture nearly two years to develop.

Each structural detail of the movement honours the aviator’s

legacy. Among these is a miniaturized oscillating weight made in
the shape of a replica of the Demoiselle—a groundbreaking plane
design created by Santos-Dumont in 1907. The weight appears to
soar over a globe in a move that seems to defy gravity, akin to the
planes themselves.

The style stays true to the original 1904 Santos-Dumont watch
model while incorporating innovative touches: visible screws, a
beaded crown, and a blue cabochon. Every detail, including the
bezel and case, is lacquered, with the skeleton bridges hand-applied.

Like Santos-Dumont’s achievements, Cartier’s modern take on
the watchmaking tradition highlights the evolution of creativity and
technical prowess, and the value of challenging what is possible. €
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Celestial Concerto

Miki Eleta’s Svemir clock is a mesmerizing
work of kinetic art and cosmic rhythms

“For me, constructing a clock is a playful and fascinating
experiment,” Miki Eleta says. “I try to surprise myself without
worrying about failure.” For the Swiss clockmaker—whose diverse
background ranges from social scientist to soccer coach and kinetic
artist—this philosophy is what drives his complex, one-of-a-kind
handcrafted timepieces. Following the Swiss Haute horlogerie
tradition, each of Eleta’s clocks is a masterpiece capturing his
fascination with time, innovation, and kinetic art.

The Svemir—the name referring to the Croatian term for
“universe”—is one of the most interesting of these creations:
a remarkable clock that took Eleta months to complete. The
result is the ingenious combination of two astronomical models,
geocentrism and heliocentrism, into one cohesive design.

At the clock’s foundation is a brass globe inspired by the armillary
sphere, surrounded by rings to represent the geocentric model—the
belief that the earth is at the centre of the universe and orbited by

the sun, moon, and planets. A cage of meridians surrounds an earth
made from lapis lazuli, which rotates around its axis every 24 hours;
while the celestial equator displays the hour and world time.

An ecliptic ring shows the assumed path of the sun as it appears
from the earth, with segments displaying seasons, months, and
zodiac signs as exquisitely crafted brass constellations. A gemstone
sun and moon move along their rings, indicating the lunar phase,
solar eclipses, and tides.

Mounted above the globe is the heliocentric model, featuring
its own sun and six planets revolving around it, mounted on an
inclined axis and set in motion by a manual crank. The orbits of
Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn are displayed
according to Kepler’s laws.

“The inexorable passing of time may be one of the reasons I only
manufacture unique timepieces,” Eleta says. “Indeed, who wouldn't like

to exhaust as many possibilities and discover as much as possible?”
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